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of this volume.* From the proceedings and resolutions of the house of lords, it
would appear as if all its fancied apprehensions of danger from the Catholics had
arisen from this part of the kingdom, and particularly from Galway, to which its
attention was principally directed. But these instances of persecution, which,
for some time past, had been much more severe than frequent, henceforth ceased

and, since this last and most violent gasp of expiring bigotry, the Catholic pupuln-
tion of Galway, with very few exceptions, have remained unmolested on account
of their religion. In the year 1740, a return was made, pursuant to the direc-
tions of government, of the state of the town militia. It then consisted of « three
hundred effective Protestant inhabitants,” divided into five companies, the particu-
lars of which were laid before the lords justices, and a list of the officers was also
submitted for their approbation.” There being no arms in the town, an order issued,
in 1743, for one thousand muskets and bayonets for the town and county, of which
two hundred and fifty were delivered to the militia by colonel Wynne, then gover.
nor of the town. A return of the ordnance in the garrison was soon after made,
by which it appeared there were in the town ninety-three pieces of cannon, but
that almost the entire were dismounted and unserviceable.® During the Scottish
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